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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

IN RE APPLICATION OF Art Unit 1 614 

BETH ANNE PIPER Examiner: R. Cook 

APPLICATION NO: 09/460.920 

FILED: DECEMBER 14, 1999 

FOR: METHOD FOR TREATING DIABETES 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



DECLARATION OF PRIOR IMVP N TIQN OF BFTH ANNE PIPER IN THE UNITFr> .^^tatps rn 
OVERCOME niTED U.g. PATFM T NO. 6.30.'^ , 146 (37 C.F.R. ^ 



To the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks: 

1. This Declaration is to establish reduction to practice of the invention in this application 
in the United States at a date prior to July 14, 1999. that is, the effective date of U.S. Patent No. 
6,303.146 (cited by the Examiner) as a reference and prior to July 15, 1998. that is the priority date 
claimed in U.S. Patent No. 6,303.146. 

2. I, BETH ANNE PIPER, declare as follows: 

3. That I am the inventor of the invention claimed In U.S. patent application Serial No. 
09/460,920 filed December 14, 1999. 

4- That the invention described in the Claims as filed and in Claims 37. 45 to 54, 58 to 60. 
71 to 73 and 75 to 79 of application Serial No. 09/460.920 was conceived by me in the United 
States prior to July 1 5, 1 998. 

5. That the various teams at Bristol-Myers Squibb Company involved in the development 
of a low dose metformin/glyburide combination exercised due diligence In the United States prior to 
July 15, 1998, the priority date of U.S. Patent No. 6.303.146. and prior to July 14. 1 999, the filing 
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date in the United States of U.S. Patent N,o. 6.303.146 in an actual reduction to practice of the 
invention on or about November 24. 1999 and exercised due diligence in a constructive reduction to 
practice with the filing of the subject application on December 14, 1999, 

6. That prior to July 1 5. 1 998 I informed the Project Working Group (PWG) at Bristoi- 
Myers Squibb Company dealing with "IVIetfomnin/Glyburide Combination Tablet' that the first-line 
therapy protocol (CV138-019) involving the clinical testing of a metfomiin/glyburide combination in 
first-line therapy of patients having diabetes should be revised to reduce doses of glyburide to avoid 
hypoglycemia while still retaining required efficacy. I proposed a revised regimen based on a 12- 
week period of low dose combination of metformin and glyburide of 250 mg metfomiin and 1.25 mg 
glyburide for use in established diabetics (diet and exercise failures). My conception of and 
proposal that a low dose combination of metformin/glyburide should be employed in the first-line 
treatment of established diabetics is my conception of the invention as claimed in the subject 
application and is set out in the PWG Minutes of a meeting held prior to July 1 5. 1 998. a copy of 
relevant parts of which are attached including page 2. paragraph D. entiUed "Revising the Ist-Line 
Therapy Protocol (CV138-019r and a copy of each of two "Overheads Used In Discussion of Ist- 
Line Protocol for Glyburide Combination Tablet" namely Overhead entitled "CV1 38-01 9-First|ine 
Combination Therapy" and Overhead entitled "Combination Metformin-Glyburide-Clinical Utility" 
wherein I disclosed a low dose combination of metformin/glyburide 250 mg/1 .25 mg. These 
relevant pages are identified as Attachments A, B and C. respectively. 

7. That prior to July 15, 1998. but about one month after the PWG meeting reported in 
paragraph 6 above, it was reported to the PWG that tablet #4. which had a Glyburide C.« ratio to 
Hoechsfs Daoril of 1 .49 and a Glyburide AUC ratio to Hoechsfs Daoril of 0.91 . would be proposed 
to the FDA for clinical use under Bristol-Myers Squibb's existing IND. The above is set out in the 
PWG Minutes of a meeting held prior to July 16. 1998. but after the meeting reported on in 
paragraph 6 hereof, a copy of relevant parts of which are attached hereto and referred to as 
ATTACHMENT D. 

It was also reported at this meeting that "the development of a lower-dose tablet (250/1 .25) 
is being accelerated . ..." I reported that "the clinical outline has been prepared and is ready to be 
sent to the FDA for comment Attached is a copy of the clinical outline submitted to the FDA 
covering a low dose metforhiin/glyburide product for first-line therapy in Type 11 diabetes patients 
and is identified as ATTACHMENT D-1, 

All of the above demonstrates due diligence in reducing the invention to practice. 

8. That prior to July 15. 1998 and approximately one month after the PWG meeting 
reported on in paragraph 7 above, a PWG meeting was held. The minutes of this meeting Indicate 
that a letter was sent to the FDA infom^ing the FDA that protype formulation #4 (tablet #4 in 
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paragraph 7) would be employed. A proposed outline for a first-line therapy study was also 
included in the FDA letter. The above demonstrates due diligence in reducing the invention to 
practice. ATTACHMENT E sets out relevant portions of the minutes of the above PWG Meeting 
including the above description of the FDA letter. 

9. That prior to July 15. 1998 and approximately one month after the PWG meeting 
reported on in paragraph 8 above, another PWG meeting was held. The minutes of this meeting 
mdtcate that the FDA responded positively to the proposal to use prototype formulation #4 for 
clinical studies but the FDA requested that the first-line trial have an additional 12.week period 
(stable dose). The above demonstrates due diligence in reducing the invention to practice. 
ATTACHMENT F sets out relevant portions of the minutes of the above PWG Meeting including a 
description of the above. 

1 0. That prior to July 15. 1 998 and approximately one month after the PWG meeting 
reported on in paragraph 9 above, another PWG meeting was held. The minutes of this meeting 
indicate that the first-line trial for metformin/glyburide would be conducted as two separate trials. 
The above demonstrates due diligence in reducing the invention to practice. ATTACHMENT G sets 
out relevant portions of the minutes of the above meeting including an outline of first-line trials. 

11. That prior to July 15. 1998 and approximately one month after the PWG meeting 
reported on in paragraph 1 0 above, another PWG meeting was held. The minutes of this meeting 
ir^dicate that supply estimates for the first-line therapy study were finalized and that a protocol for 
such study was approved and would be forwarded to investigators. The above demonstrates due 
diligence in reducing the invention lo practice. ATTACHMENT H sets out relevant portions of the 
minutes of the above meeting. 

12. That prior to July 15. 1998 and approximately one-two months after the PWG meeting 
reported on in paragraph 1 1 above, another PWG meeting was held. The minutes of this meeting 
indicate that a date for trial commencement was chosen and that an investigators' meeting was 
scheduled and 1 16 sites were recruited. The above demonstrates due diligence in reducing the 
invention to practice. ATTACHMENT I sets out relevant portions of the minutes of the above 
meeting. 

13. That prior to July 1 5. 1998 and approximately one month after the PWG meeting 
reported on in paragraph 12 above, another PWG meeting was held. Internal draft notes of the 
meeting indicate that an investigators' meeting for the first-line clinical trial was held and that a date 
for start of the study was set. The above demonstrates due diligence in reducing the invention to 
practice. ATTACHMENT J sets out relevant portions of the internal draft notes. 

14. That prior to July 1 5, 1 998 and approximately one month after the PWG meeting 
reported on in paragraph 13 above, another PWQ meeting was held. The minutes of this meeting 
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indicate that the FDA requested a change to the first-line therapy protocol and that an amendment 
to the protocol would be prepared. The above demonstrates due diligence in reducing the invention 
to practice. ATTACHMENT K sets out relevant portions of the minutes. 

1 6. That prior to July 1 5, 1 998 and approximately one month after the PWG meeting 
reported on in paragraph 14 above, another PWG meeting was held. The minutes of this meeting 
indicate that discussions were held with the FDA regarding the first-line study protocol (CV138-019, 
referred to as -019). The minutes also indicate that "the -019 study Is progressing ... and 
enrollment is scheduled for completion by September 30. 1998 ... . Every effort is being made to 
achieve the enrollment objectives.- The above demonstrates due diligence in reducing the invention 
to practice. ATTACHMENT L sets out relevant portions of the minutes. 

16. That prior to July 15, 1998 and approximately one month after the PWG meeting 
reported on in paragraph 15 above, another PWG meeting was held. The minutes of this meeting 
indicate that there was a safety study with the metfomiln/glyburide combination tablet and the -019 
study enrollment was progressing. The above demonstrates due diligence in reducing the Invention 
to practice. ATTACHMENT M sets out relevant portions of the minutes. 

1 7. That prior to July 1 5, 1 998 and approximately one month after the PWG meeting 
reported on in paragraph 16 above, another PWG meeting was held. The minutes of this meeting 
indicate that "study recruitment for the -019 study Is 50% of expected randomized to date' and that 
there will be 150 sites and "abbreviated investigators' meetings are planned." The above 
demonstrates due diligence In reducing the invention to practice. ATTACHMENT N sets out 
relevant portions of the minutes. 

18. That on or about July 28, 1998. a PWG Meeting was held. The minutes of this 
meeting indicate that enrollment In the first-line study -01 9 "is progressing well and we anticipate 
completion by the end of September . . and tiiat comparative dissolution studies with the 260/1.25 
and 500 2.5 tablets will be conducted. The above demonstrates due diligence in reducing the 
invention to practice. ATTACHMENT O sets out relevant portions of the minutes. 

1 9. That on or about August 25, 1 998. a PWG Meeting was held. The minutes of this 
meeting indicate that enrollment in the first-line study -019 "is progressing well and we anticipate 
completion by the end of September . . . The above demonstrates due diligence In reducing the 
invention to practice. ATTACHMENT P sets out relevant portions of the minutes. 

20. That on or about September 25. 1 998. a PWG Meeting was held. The minutes of this 
meeting indicate tiiat enrollment In the first>llne study -019 "is progressing well and we anticipate 
completion ahead of schedule." Comparative dissolution studies between the 250/1.25 and 500/2.5 
tablets were proposed. Stability studies were being carried out. The above demonstrates due 
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diligence in reducing the invention to practice. ATTACHMENT Q sets out relevant portions of the 
minutes, 

21 . That on or about October 27. 1 998. a PWG Meeting was held. The minutes of this 
meeting indicate that "the 4)19 (firet-line therapy) enrollment has been completed on schedule 
and that comparative dissolution studies between the 250/1.25 and 500/2.6 tablets is proposed A 
meeting with the FDA in early November is planned to discuss these and other issues." The above 
demonstrates due diligence in reducing the Invention to practice. ATTACHMENT R sets out 
relevant portions of the minutes. 

22. That on or about November 24, 1998. a PWG Meeting was held. The minutes of this 
meeting indicate that preliminary data from the open-label (low dose 250/1.25) -019 study (first-line 
therapy in patients who are drug naWe and inadequately controlled with diet and exercise) 

ilh^^^l^^JJ'f ! "^'^'y ^ u'?'"^'' '"^ open-label. show that patients treated 

Ta ue cff ^^^^l^^^'^'^VT'^^'f^'' ^3 ^^^"^ ^ Hemoglobin Ale 
value of 6.8% compared with a baseline value of 10.3%: in the same studv faRtinn 

.^SX^S T;!?, "I"" ^2";-f '^^"""^ ^^'"^ 267 mg/dl to 1 S mg/Tat^iSj^eete^ 

ATTACHMENT S sets out relevant portions of the minutes. 

The above together with paragraphs 7 to 21 demonstrate conception of the invention and a 
reduction to practice prior to the effective date of the cited U.S. Patent No. 6.303 146 namelv orior 
to July 14, 1999. 

Alternatively, the above together with paragraphs 7 to 21 demonstrate conception of the 
invention prior to the July 15. 1998 priority date of U.S. Patent No. 6,303.146 coupled with due 
diligence from prior to July 15. 1998 to a reduction to practice on or about November 24. 1998. 

23. That from December. 1998 through August. 1 999 the first-ltne study ^19 continued 
Evidence of continued due diligence is set out in Metformin Clinical Wori<ing Group Minutes of 
December 21. 1998 (ATTACHMENT S-l). January 18. 1999 (ATTACHMENT S-2), March 15 1999 
(ATTACHMENT 8-3). April 20. 1999 (ATTACHMENT S-4). and May 18. 1999 (ATTACHMENT 3^5) 
as well as in Metfomiin OCT (Drug Control Manufacture Team) Minutes of June 23, 1 999 
(ATTACHMENT S-6) and July 21 . 1 999 (ATTACHMENT S-7). 

24. That on August 3. 1999. 1 sent an e-mail to Burton Rodney, patent attorney at Bristol- 
Myers Squibb Company (assignee of the subject application), where I Indicate that I conceived of 
the use Of a low dose metformin/glyburide combination in first-line therapy for diabetics. 
ATTACHMENT T is a copy of my August 3, 1999 e-mail communication to Burton Rodney. 

25. That on or about August 31, 1999. a PWG Meeting was held. The minutes of this 
meeting indicate that 
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chonw hI i2 p'^^'^V^P^'*' f"^ '^^ are near completion and 

should be in Regulatory early next week. We are still on track for a September 30 
NDA filing. Given the quality of the results described in the NDA filing and their 
medical importance, it Is reasonable to believe that we stand a good chance of 
getting priority review by the FDA. 

Action: Intensive effort will continue to ensure a September filing." 
ATTACHMENT T-1 sets out relevant portions of the minutes. 

26. That on or about September 28. 1999, a PWG Meeting was held. The minutes of this 
meeting indicate under the heading -Metformin Givburide Combinatiofi TahiPt - that 

"the 52 volume submission and 2 CD-Rom discs are almost complete and will be 
shipped out on SepL 30 for filing in Washington. The medical importance of the 
results described in the NDA filing should qualify this filing for Priority Review We 
Will know the decision of the FDA when their 45 day review is complete." 

In a post-meeting note it is stated that "the NDA was filed on Sept. 30." ATTACHMENT U sets out 
relevant portions of the minutes. 

Copies of the cover page and Introduction section of the NDA filed on September 22, 1999 
covering the use of a low dose combination of metformin and glyburide in the first-line therapy of 
diabetes, togetherwith pages 190 to 212 covering "Formulation Development History", are attached 
hereto as ATTACHMENT U-1 . 

As seen on page 197 of Attachment U-l. it is indicated that "prototype 4 was targeted for 
use in the clinical program\ Prototype 4 describe a metformin/glyburide combination tablet 
containing 500 mg metfomiin and 2.5 mg glyburide where the glyburide had a particle size (nm) as 
follows: 

m 

D25% 6 
D50% 11 
■ D75% 19- 
On page 201 of Attachment U-1, it is indicated that "the lower strength metformin 
hydrochloride-glyburide 250 mg/125 mg tablet was manufactured using the same granulation 
employed for metfomiin hydrochloride-glyburide tablets 600 mg/2.6 mg. but in this case the 
granluation was compressed at half the press weight." 

27. That from October. 1999 to December 14, 1999. Burton Rodney, patent attorney 
employed by Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, prepared a patent application covering a low dose 
metfomiin/glyburide combination for use in first-line therapy of diabetes and method and filed such 
patent application with the U.S. Patent and Trademari^ Office on December 14. 1999. which is a 
constructive reduction to practice of the invention covered by the claims of the subjert application. 
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A copy of Mr. Rodne/s Declaration to this^ffect accompanies this Declaration. 
28. This declaration is submitted prior to Final Rejection. 

The undersigned declares further that all statements made herein of her own knowledge are 
tme and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements are made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1 001 of Titid 18 of the United States 
Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of application Serial No. 
09/460,920 or any patent Issued thereon. 



Date: 
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